Thomas Hobbes
The Leviathan

England in 1588 to a family of very modest

means. Orphaned at a young age, he received an education under the auspices of a wealthy

uncle that his family could not have afforded. On graduating from Magdalen College, Oxford

in 1608, he took a position as tutor in the house of the Earl of Devonshire, a position that
included traveling with the family and access to a large library. He became acquainted with
Bacon in the early 1620's, helping him with several Latin translations and finding in him an

educated man who shared his distrust of scholasticism. Sometime in the 1630's, Hobbes

realized that the reasoning used in geometry—sound definitions and a series of
ng with certainty from the self-evident to the complex and seemingly

ded a model for certainty in philosophical thinking as well. At about the
same time, he met Galileo and was captivated by the idea of motion as the natural state of
matter. In 1640 he introduced the “science” of politics in his Elements of Law, Natural and
politic. Hobbes continued to develop his political thinking over the next ten years,
publishing and revising it in a work called De Cive. A vocal supporter of the English
monarchy, he fled to France when the conflict between the king and parliament put his life
in jeopardy. He lived there for ten years before he received the amnesty that allowed him t
return to England. While Hobbes was in France, he went on to write the Leviathan, which
was published i.n 1651. Although it was, as he says at the end, “occasioned by the disorders
of the present tlr_ne” and used to justify the rule of both Cromwell and Charles II, it manag®
to offend both sides and remained highly controversial. Hobbes himself was accepted bY
Cromwell and ponored by Charles Il when he ascended the throne, but he maintained 2
much lower political profile for the remaining years of his life. He dieé in 1679

Thomas Hobbes was born in Malmesbury,

propositions movi
improbable—provi

CONTEXT

Lrilsl ;ii;;zgast;e;: 22 [Tle;(i/lv‘::i]i an answer from Pope Clement VII regarding his suit to anntl

forced an assembly of English n;]e Boleyn, Henry VIII took matters into his own hands 2

1534, Henry gave offici lg h clergy to recognize him as head of the English Church- !
3 g cial political sanction to the Protestant movement b}g passing t°
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of Supremacy. This Act made him «
to redress all errors, heresies, an

Act and sj R ore | : :
aclalow]edge the Ac 8N a petitiop declarine ks € lost his head for refusing to
the gathering religious divisions fopmingdii:l“rl;i:llasns(;l Pport for Henry. The Act intensigﬁed

isenfranchisement; the Anglicap ¢ atholics solidjfieq d thei
g‘l,erywhere for the sake of tryj, urch was establisheq ec around their

ol ion L O @nd Puritan sects were formin
his reign, James I .(1603_1625g su;;g:fez h:rl:er kmgflom On earth. In the early part ogf
govern“}e’}t' He beheved“the POWer to apping b?:}tlizgsi}:,ii l‘egi;‘fOPal form of church
hence his famous motto, .No blshop, no king,” The Puritang ; hls e A
bishops as a threat to their p eforms anq Wanted they. e ondt e otl'ler hand saw the
Charles (1625w-1649) suspended Parliament When it refy it Ja}mes ) S
his war with France. Presbyterjan;s s, 0 8ive taxes in il
against Charles not only becayse of

Cot-land, and the Scots rose up
because the religious practices h

Supl'eme h »
d abugeg» e.?g of the Church of

E : “« .
omas M ngland with authority

the legal anq financia]

t and forced it to retire, The Common-wealth was

y as it began. England became 2 Protectorate with
Cromwell having nearly absolute powers as Lord Protector for Life. For a time, England

became as despotic and arbitrary under its military rule as it had ever been under its kings.
The period was one of tremendous intellectual unrest and political instability; people were
left in a state of frenzied confusion because of the confusion created by mixing secular and
religious domains of power. This was the world with which Hobbes was grappling.

But confusion and a thirst for reform weren't confined to spheres of religion anq politics.
Allancient traditions were being called into question. Like so many glftgd men of his
time, Hobbes turned towards science and philosophy for a certainty that the mo}rle
Taditional forms of discourse no longer seemed to offer. lnﬂuenci;:q gy bl;acor;;ixeg
distruste classical philosophy and the scholasticism that hgd supported it, H t(; ) Oe;;usmns
that traditiona] philosophy by its nature was unab!e to achleye certgu;tgfmelo B proofs:
®advanced hjs own theories based on the deductive reasgnlngallrllg geoveri ol
Sg;f eginning “yroposttions; dbout l}gngezalflu:;l,)esso i)l:ltiye,ved that his philosophy, like
Vident and to which everyone would agree,

imi flicts that lead
. Stiencg, would lead to irrefutable conclusions and thus ekn;u:}a:iebt:l:e:gif:‘; el
 ineviggpy civil unrest and war. Published two years afte

Hobbes had expected it to be. His mechanistic view of the
(o}

e‘,-'iatha“ Was as controversial as denial of the Divine Right of

c d his
]‘glnverse led to charges of atheism, the Royahs(tistg:?zll}sn;;ste m required the people to ceﬁe
s ; . trage ; : itics, and the
theigr and the Parliamentarians were 011l ogv ereign authority. Philosophy, pOllthS. an et
Tights to an absolute and perpetual S Hobbes’ theories of the universe in w

Scientifi methods all came together In
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T with man-S end being nothing more th
realized the political reform he had hopeq
f Western thought.

everything could be reduced to matter and m
his own self-preservation. Although‘ he never -
Hobbes remains a significant figure in the history

an
for,

Introduction: . ieo ; “ .
In this Introduction it is clear that Hobbes believes that life is nothing but the Mmotion of

limbs,” and automata (i.e. self-propelled engines OE hr.ObLZt‘l;i:atr;:;ha:ggsgi] ﬁ}:n lhave n
“artificial life”. Hobbes’ mechanism is the foundation 0 lsmechanical sy all natury)
and artificial phenomena can be explained according t?da wha SGEeat Tec.hno llce' ﬂ},at e
labels God, the Creator, as “the Artificer,” or oné cou Sal}('i.n ~ tedhacla T?\ 0gist”. For
Hobbes, “Art” means a human “making” in the sense of ma gs g g};l € state, the
commonwealth, is a leviathan, a behemoth, made by ;nan :[S e state cman, though
greater in stature and strength than any natural man. The Ea s Tl /Shte ,onl'leSPOHd to
the parts of a man, but there is nothing natural comprising the S ; “ il:S the product
of human invention and convention (the social contracts). The state 1s a typeo technOIOgy_

SUMMARY |

e |

Partl: On Man , )
part I sets out the philosophical basis for the creation of the Leviathan, a commonwealth

established by men through a social contract which transfers their rights to power to 3
i i i i eace. Following the model of the geometri
sovereign head in exchange for his securing p ic
proof, Hobbes begins with the most basic propositions about man and how he W(_)rks. He
takes Thomas’ statement that there is no knowledge in man that does not begin in the
senses and postulates a mechanistic theory by which an exterior object that stimulates
motion in the senses is carried through the body by nerves, and eventually results in human
action. Chapters I-IV deal with the five senses, imagination—memory, dreams, visions—
trains of thought or mental discourse, and speech. Chapter V takes up reason, what it is
based on, how it is used, and the distinction between prudence and science. Chapter Vlis
concerned with the passions, what Hobbes calls the impulsions—Appetites and Aversions.
He asserts that all voluntary human actions are the result of reason—mental discourse—
applied to an external stimulus which has created either an appetite for or an aversion to
that stimulus; that is, a calculation that taking this action will move an individual either
toward what he desires or away from what he fears. It is interesting to note here that
Hobbes’ views prefigure the stimulus/response reflex arc of what is called today, Classical
Behaviorism, of which B. F. Skinner (1904-1990) was a principal proponent. This
Behaviorism identified positive and negative reinforcements instead of Appetites and
Adversions, and like Hobbes, it diminished or simply rejected the role of free will (genuine
volun_tary ac{tior_ls) in human behavior. Classical Behaviorism views man as an organic
machine, which is programmed by environmental conditioning. _
Hobbes proceeds o2 long st ofdefinions of human gualiis, acions,and emotr
bt itnriiiger baslrc)l 0 fppetlte and Aversion. Chapter VII addresses Discourse ases
the Intellectual Virtue ed 0}? .acts and uses of authority and faith. Chapter vill add.resthe
dikirieHlon Be ke k?lanl their defects, and Chapter IX looks at Knowledge, reiterai"é
owledge of facts (absolute knowledge), which belongs t0 sense an

memory, and knowl i
e es wledge of consequences (conditional knowledge), which makes UP

S??ﬁ;ﬁri: I.C;:?S t};fi concepts of Power, Worth, and Honor. Hobbes defines these in termasl
nship with other men. Applying Galileo’s theory that motion is the nd :
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state of matter to the Psychology of men, Hobbe

desire for S asserts
gssessed % 4 ion, i POwer so tha In Chapter XI that all men are
they fear. Religion, its causes in ma t they can attaj

: n what they desire and avoid what
N, its ch ; Y desire and avoid wha
Chapter XIL. In Chapter XIII, Hobbag vk outa:hgeef{naendf'ts i e i h;stbjete o
0

ural equality of g reéasoning that pro-vides the basis

ot be transferred, that is, that are inalienable.
Chapter XV covers ‘other laws of nature that address such issues as justice, gratitude,
revenge, pardon, pride, etc. as they relate to

: 3 7 ¢ 2 man in society, and Chapter XVI ends Part I
with a discussion of the definitions of author, authority, actor, and representative in order
to set out the grounds for entering into a covenant.,

Part II: Of Commonwealth

Part Il sets out in detail the process of establishing the commonwealth that Hobbes calls the
Leviathan. Chapter XVII reviews the need for a commonwealth and defines sovereign and
subject. Chapter XVIII delineates the rights and powers of the sovereign, claiming that life
with a sovereign who has absolute power is not as burdensome as the state of war that
must exist without him. Chapter IXX examines the possible forms of sovereignty
(monarchy, democracy, and aristocracy) and the orderly succession of power. In Chapter
XX Hobbes first discusses the difference between Paternal Dominion, in which dominion s
granted by consent of the governed, and Despotic Dominion, which is the result of_ conquest,
and then goes on to discuss the rights of the sovereign and sup-ports those rights with
Passages from scripture. The liberty of the subjects in a common-yvgalth is covered in
Chapter XXI. And in Chapter XXVI Hobbes treats the whole range of Civil laws, making twg
important distinctions, the first between Civil Law and Natural Law, a?ld fthe sefclon
between Civil Law and both unwritten laws and those forms of usage glven rfdedi(f)fl:i-i zﬁ;\;\:
He discusses the interpretation of laws and the qualifications of a judge a _

e divisions of the law.

4 Review and Conclusion: In this brief conclusion, Hobbes details the different

A it to a conqueror,
may lawfully submi ! _
cl.rc,umStances under which a man or a soldier may uered, and identifies attitudes of

: ing con
lsnngmshing between being overcome and being fgestruction for the commonwealth.

(o} .
the conqueror and the conquered that are seeds as the Sovereign King of the Jews,

; d . :
€ reviews some of the scriptural references to Go s, the judging of a capital crime, and

: ot ose
Téssing in particular God's communlcatlol}tsht:l :Iexp]anation of why he has not quoted
¢ executy : cludes wi
g UON of judgment. He con

.« work will be profitable to
1t poets and philosophers and the expressed hope that his W
q philo : 8
i réad it and taught in the Universities.
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Things to Think About

it is important to ask here: Is Hobbes’ view of
man is born into a state of nature in which he jg

basically at war with all other men because they pose a threat to his SECulrlty ar.1d wellbeing
He can only come out of this violent state when he as well as everyone else relinquishes hijs

rights. All of them having performed this first act of surrender, they can then z_md only thep
go on to enjoy the peace that comes from the absolute power of_thelr sovereign. What are
some of the implications of this view, particularly with respect to 1ts totalitarian aspects?

d the threat of violence to Hobbes' theory

2. How important are fear, self-interest, pride, an ot d ;
of the social contract? In regard to fear, Hobbes once said, “Fear an I were born twins,"
because he was born prematurely when his mother was terrified by news of the

approaching Spanish Armada. Fear is a major ingredient in l_iobbes' thought. He believed
hich inclines men to peace.” Fear 1s the reason why men enter

that “Fear is the passion w : !
into social contracts for the sake of self-preservation, and such contracts establish the

commonwealth. What are the implications of his theory for all of the relationships of men?
How will it affect the way they regard their sovereign? How will it affect the way husbands
regard wives, wives their husbands? How will it affect parents and the way they raise their
children?
3. As you read the Leviathan, keep active the question, which concepts have been
incorporated into our own legal system and form of government? Where do we find
Hobbes' theories in operation today? Identify these in our constitutions, our laws, our daily
practices. The spirit behind the social contract is basically, “I'll do this for you if you do this
for me.” It is a ledger-keeping. Reflect on the ways in which this spirit has permeated
Western consciousness, even to the point of entering into our marriages and the raising of
children.
4. Hobbes also believed that “the human condition is a war of everyman against everyman,’
and “to this war, this is also consequent, nothing can be unjust.” For Hobbes there is no real
right or wrong, nothing really just or unjust. What is “right” or “just” is whatever serves our
power. He believed that all men have a natural right to expand their power and eliminate
any thing which impedes them. As he states, “our natural right is the liberty each man has to
use his power as he wills to preserve himself and thereby continue his power.” So, for
example,'if someone murders another who is impeding his power, the murderer is not
reallly unjust. And if the mm:derer were to be caught and convicted in a court of law, hef
;ig:;)nov‘,:g:giu:%?;re?“y unjust but merely stupid for getting caught and facing the loss 0
prisonment or execution. .
5. Hobbes was s thoroughgoing materialsts mater s all ha maters, nd e,
e universe. For him, the term “incorporeal substance

oxymoron. All things in the universe ar . tomist).
; : e composed of material atoms (he was a0 a
which operate in mechanistic ways, P erial & (

1. As with all earlier political philosophers,
man high or low? According to Hobbes, each
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6. 4 P]atlo = l:ﬁf: bol;c'masoc;?tes : between conventions and nature,
te JEEe der to li n"I'h ol Justice, etC, and thoge social conventions that men
construct in 0:h i th ie: The fact that pe distinguishes between them makes it possible for
e T o the o ke 1 ey e man's "nature” or not.
rlrflctJl;cee[;n tune with m::m's nature woul’d bznmoeoreticaHY: those regimes making conventions
is a reflection of man's natyre,

re just. If the social contract theory of Hobbes
What, according to Hobbes e
con-tract adequately reflect and so accommg
pature? Which aspects seem tq

attempts ¢, distinguish

, is man's “nature”? Does his social

date man—ig j; responsive to all aspects of his

8. Hobbes published his first work ir.n 162
obviously important to him anq his thinki
men? What are they? Can we finq anyt

8, a translation of Thucydi
1IXIng. Are there similaritie
hing in Thucydides that help

Study Questions

our thoughts are dj
describe the thought process by which we get

apparently unconnected (I, 3)?

Sconnected or random. How does he
from one thought to another that is

[y S )

. What is the importance of definitions in Hobbes’ understan

ding (I, 4)? Does his
| understanding of their importance differ from traditional philos

ophers?

f 3. What is Hobbes’ definition of science (I, 5)?

E When Hobbes turns to the examination of men in relationship, he ml;St concern himself
[ with the concept of power. How does he define a man’s power (], 10)?
|
:
|
f
|

What aré the four primary causes of religion according to Hobbes (I, 12)?
_ | o ,
What are the two rights that Hobbes identifies as inalienable (I, 14)?

re able to live
Hobbes acknowledges that there are creatures other than man that a
to

: he reasons he gives
Bether in society without the need of a sovereign head. What are t
fo

' Man’s inability to do that (11, 17)?

“ : w” (11, 22)?
To what does Hobbes refer in the phrase “the silence of the law” (

5 What r

9S0phers (Review and Conclusion)?
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